
FAMILY let’s learn

This holiday 
season we’re 

celebrating some 
of the unique 

cultural festivals 
around the world. 

Take a look!festivals
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WHAT IS A FESTIVAL?
All over the world people enjoy 
taking part in celebrations. 
A festival is a celebration where 
people come together to honour 
their religion, culture or traditions. 

 Country  Brazil
What is it? The biggest 
carnival in the world 
celebrates the Catholic 
period of reflection 
and fasting known 
as Lent. 
What happens? 
It’s a five-day 
street party before 
the start of Lent. 
Samba dancers in 
flashy costumes stand 
on colourful floats and 
parade through the streets 
of Rio. Every year two million 
people join in to celebrate.
When did it start? 
The modern Carnival started 
in the 1920s when the samba 
dance was brought from 
Africa. In Rio, the first samba 
parade competitions were 
held in the 1930s. 

 also called 
Tweede Nuwejaar
Country  South Africa
What is it? 
A colourful street parade 
on 2 January to welcome 
in the New Year.
What happens? 
Minstrels (musicians 
and dancers in glittery 
uniforms from different 
clubs) parade through 
the streets of Cape 
Town from the Bo-Kaap 
to the Grand Parade.
When did it start? 
In the colonial era 
when there was 
slavery in the Cape. 
Slaves had only one 
day a year to relax: 
2 January.
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 also called  
The festival of colours
 Country  India
What is it? 
Holi is a Hindu religious festival 
that celebrates the arrival of 
spring in the northern hemisphere 
(usually March). 
What happens? Festivalgoers 
throw colourful powdered dye 
at each other. 
When did it start? 
The Holi festival is ancient – 
it was first mentioned in 
a fourth century poem.

 also called  Thai New 
Year
 Country  Thailand
What is it? The Songkran 
festival welcomes the 
traditional New Year in 
Thailand.
What happens? 
Festivalgoers throw 
water at each other using 
buckets, hosepipes and 
water guns.
When did it start? 
Songkran has been 
celebrated for centuries, 
originally by pouring 
scented water over 
monks and collecting 
that blessed water 
to take home.

 also called Thai New 
Year

Holi

 Country  Germany
What is it? A 16-day 
celebration of Bavarian 
culture with traditional 
food, drink and costumes.
What happens? Six 
million locals and tourists 
from around the world 
meet in Munich to drink 
beer, eat German food 
and watch parades of 
traditional costumes.
When did it start? In 
1810, as a celebration 
of the Bavarian Crown 
Prince Ludwig’s marriage 
to Princess Therese von 
Sachsen-Hildburghausen. 
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