
  

FAMILY let’s learn

Let’s learn about 
our wetlands and 
why they are so 
important.

What is a wetland?
Report illegal 
activity, such 
as dumping in 
wetlands, to a 
responsible adult.
Pick up litter 
and put it in 
a rubbish bin.

Reduce, reuse 
and recycle 
household items.
Save water –  
a drop wasted  
is a drop too much!
Do not plant 
alien trees (plants 
brought to South 
Africa from other 
countries) – they 
need lots of water 
to survive and can 
dry out wetlands.
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On this day people 
all over the world 

celebrate how 
wetlands help us and 

the environment.

Why are wetlands 
important?
No wetlands mean no water. Like 
giant sponges, they store water and 
then slowly release it. This helps 
when we have little rain. They are also 
home to many plants and animals, 
give us useful stuff (for example 
reeds for thatching roofs) and are 
great places for fun activities such as 
fishing, bird-watching and canoeing. 

Exactly what it says – a land that 
is wet or a patch of ground that’s 
permanently or occasionally 
covered with water.

 The Isimangaliso 
 Wetland Park   
in KwaZulu-Natal is  
one of South Africa’s  
World Heritage Sites.  
Lots of plants and  

animals, such as hippos, 
rhinos, elephants, 
leopards, birds and  
fish live here.

birds

hippo

 DID YOU KNOW? 
Isimangaliso means ‘a miracle’ or ‘something wondrous’ 

in isiZulu. In South Africa, a wetland is also called a marsh, 
sponge, ixhaposi (isiZulu), qanthana (Sesotho), izadunge 

(isiXhosa) and vlei (Afrikaans).

SCHOOL 
PROJECTS 

MADE EASY 
Hey kids! Are you doing 
a school project and 
need help? For info on 
many interesting topics, 
like insects, animals 
and so much more, head 
over to ackermans.co.za 
and click on KIDS.  

TIP Ask a grown-up to print 
out the information for you. 

PLUS it’s available in: 
English isiXhosa isiZulu 
Sesotho Afrikaans

THE NUMBER  
OF WETLANDS IN 
SOUTH AFRICA21

WONDERFUL

wetlands
2 FEBRUARY 

World Wetlands Day

What can you  
do to help? 

BAD NEWS!
About 2/3 of the planet’s wetlands 

have been destroyed. In 
South Africa, we’ve already lost 

over half of our wetlands. This is bad since 
we already have a shortage of water.


